Some Play
On August 7th the Duke set out for the Netherlands
which he was to visit before commencing his duties in Paris.
He took with him as one of his unpaid attaches. Lord William
Lennox, a younger son of the Duke of Richmond, then a lad
in his teens, who has left some personal impressions of
"Wellington's life at this particular time.
Upon the 6th of August [says he] ... I received orders to be with
the Duke the following day, at two o'clock in the afternoon. Need I
say, that punctually at that hour I drove up to the door of his Grace's
temporary residence, in Hamilton Place, Piccadilly. I was ushered into
his presence, and there saw the great conqueror seated at his writing
table, placing some manuscripts in a large despatch box.
As the clock was about to strike three . . . the Duke rose from his
chair, and, having previously taken leave of those relations and friends
there assembled, walked to the door of his carriage.1
The journey was broken at Coombe Wood at Lord
Liverpool's residence, where the Duke and his suite dined
and slept.
Nothing [says his young attache] could exceed the good-humour and
affability of the great man, who told anecdotes of the late war, laughed,
jested, and kept the whole company in a state of delight. At an early
hour next morning we left for Dover. The Duke was received every-
where on the road with the highest enthusiasm ; the gathering multitude
pressing, clinging, struggling around the carriage at every change of
horses.2
At three o'clock, a salute from the batteries announced the
Duke's arrival at Dover, but the weather being too rough to
embark there, he went on to Deal, and at 6.20 p.m. boarded
H.M.S. Griffon., which was to take him across the Channel.
At six o'clock the following evening he landed at Bergen-
op-Zoom.
On the following day he visited Antwerp and on August
i ith set out for Brussels, where he was enthusiastically wel-
comed by his late Aide-de-camp, the young Prince of Orange,
now occupying his official position as Hereditary Prince of
the Netherlands.
1 Wellington in Private Life, pp. 2, j, 4.                2 Ibid., p. 5.
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